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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 12 should 
be dependent on claim 1 1 and not cancelled claim 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 1 , 14, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26 and all claims dependent therefrom and/or 
incorporating language from claim 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 11 recites "recessed parts formed on said outer peripheral 
surfaces.... crossing an axial direction of said stretching members, other stretching 
members." It is unclear if the "the stretching members" defines the position of the 
recessed parts or is a separate structure being claimed. 

Claims 14, 20, 22, 23, 25, and 26 recite "disposing the stretching 
members on said recessed parts." However, in the preceding lines, the stretching 
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members are already defined as being inserted in the through holes. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 11-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakanishi (U.S. Patent No. 3,209,510). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Nakanishi discloses a block for construction capable of 
constructing a flat structure by arranging the plurality of blocks in a flat state with outer 
peripheral surfaces thereof brought into contact with each other, the block for 
construction comprising a plurality of through holes (17) formed for inserting linear or 
bar-like stretching members, and recessed parts (13) formed on said outer peripheral 
surfaces crossing an axial direction of said through holes to dispose, in a direction 
three-dimensionally crossing an axial direction of said stretching members, and for 
inserting other stretching members. 

Regarding claim 12 , Nakanishi further discloses that said plurality of through 
holes (17) are provided in parallel with each other with intervals therebetween in a 
through-thickness direction of a body of said block for construction or in a direction 
perpendicular thereto. 
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Regarding claim 13 , Nakanishi further discloses that a plurality of cavities (19) 
opening at more than one place on said outer peripheral surfaces are provided. 

Regarding claims 14, 22, and 23 , Nakanishi further discloses a panel (Col 3, Ln 
39-41 ) for construction formed by arranging said plurality of blocks for construction 
claimed in claims 11, 12, or 13 (see rejections above) in a flat state with outer peripheral 
surfaces thereof brought into contact with each other with said plurality of through holes 
being communicated, stretching members (25) are inserted into the plurality of through 
holes; other stretching members (23) are disposed on said recessed parts, and said 
blocks for construction are bonded with pressure from tensile forces on said stretching 
members. Claims 14, 22, and 23 appear to be product by process claims. For 
purposes of examination, the language of "inserting said stretching members... while 
disposing the stretching members. ..and bonding said blocks" is regarded product by 
process limitations and the product does not depend on the process of making it. 
Therefore, the structure of Nakanishi is no different than the product claimed. 

Regarding claim 15 , Nakanishi further discloses a gap filling agent (Col 3, Ln 22) 
for dispersing reaction force intervenes between said blocks for construction which are 
adjacent to each other. 

Regarding claims 16, 17, and 24 , Nakanishi further discloses reaction force, 
block body members (washers and nuts - Col 3, Ln 28-30) for generating tensile force 
on said stretching member are attached to outer peripheral surfaces of said blocks for 
construction, the outer peripheral surfaces being located on peripheral portions of said 
panel for construction. 
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Regarding claims 18 and 19 , Nakanishi further discloses that said gap filling 
agent is a curable cement paste or a material deformable by bonding pressure of said 
blocks for construction (Col 3, Ln 22). 

Regarding claims 20, 25, and 26 , Nakanishi in column 3, lines 15-41 discloses a 
method of forming a panel for structure comprising steps of arranging said plurality of 
blocks for construction claimed in claims 11,12, or 13 (see rejections above) to be 
adjacent to each other in a flat state with a gap filling agent for dispersing stress 
intervening between outer peripheral surfaces of said blocks for construction and with 
said plurality of through holes communicating with each other, inserting stretching 
members (25) into said plurality of the through holes while disposing other stretching 
members (23) on said recessed parts, and loading tensile force on said stretching 
members to bond said blocks for construction with pressure. 

Regarding claim 21 , Nakanishi further discloses a plurality of cavities (19) 
opening at more than one place on said outer peripheral surfaces are provided. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Reinforced block wall constructions: Sanders et al. (US 
6735913); Gronert et. al. (US 1171191); Montrief (US 1783383); Hart (US 3283457); 
Guignon, Jr. (US 2202850); Zagray (US 2696102); Sachs (US 5035100); Sarros (US 
3559361; Brisson et al. (US 6305142). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTINE T. CAJILIG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8143. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 
8am - 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Canfield can be reached on (571) 272-6840. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. T. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
/Robert J Canfield/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



